
European Shipping - 

Cornerstone of 

Europe’s Blue Economy



ABOUT US
European Shipowners | ECSA advocates for a competitive and 
sustainable European shipping industry. Founded in 1965, ES | ECSA 
represent 22 members from the EU and Norway.

"The voice of European shipping"



Shipping in the EU Blue Economy

Strategic contribution of shipping

• European shipping represent 35% of the global fleet

• Carries 76% of EU external trade and ensures 
energy & food security

• Central to EU’s decarbonisation & green transition

• Keeps Europe integrated in global markets even in 
times of geopolitical uncertainty



Europe’s existential transformation

Europe’s transformation
Meet climate neutrality by 2050
Maintain industrial leadership at global level
EU competitiveness and prosperity depend on secure global supply chains

Europe’s reliance on trade
Trade = 100% of EU GDP, vs China (37%) & US (27%)
EU competitiveness and prosperity depend on secure global supply chains

Strategic contribution of shipping
European shipping represent 35% of the global fleet
Carries 76% of EU external trade and ensures energy & food security
Central to EU’s decarbonisation & green transition
Keeps Europe integrated in global markets even in times of geopolitical uncertainty

A stronger European shipping sector means a stronger Europe.



Shipping in the Ocean Pact

The European Ocean Pact recognises European shipping for what it truly represents: an 

integral part of the EU Blue Economy and a cornerstone of Europe’s supply chains, ensuring 

food and energy security across the continent.

The Ocean Pact acknowledges:

• Need for key investments in shipping’s decarbonisation, innovation and competitiveness

• Support for clean fuels, energy infrastructure and onboard clean tech

• EU ETS revenues should fund maritime decarbonisation



Shipping in the Ocean Pact
Maritime spatial planning (MSP) is key to safety of navigation for all the users of the sea. The 

existing consultation process with local communities, sea users and neighboring countries has 

helped ensure that existing shipping lanes are considered when developing national maritime 

spatial plans. 

• By 2027, the Commission will propose an Ocean Act based on a revised MSP Directive

• The Ocean Act / MSP revision offers new opportunities for cross-sectoral cooperation

• Shipping enables offshore renewables - EU shipowners lead in installation and service vessels

• Offshore installations must coexist with maritime transport routes, traffic separation schemes, 

anchorages areas and port development



Opportunities and challenges of shipping decarbonisation

Europe’s transformation
• Meet climate neutrality by 2050
• Maintain industrial leadership at global level
• EU competitiveness and prosperity depend on secure global supply chains

• Europe’s potential leadership in green fuels and technologies provides a unique 
opportunity to build a supply chain that enhances energy security, creates jobs and 
advances climate goals. 

• Large-scale green fuel projects face significant uncertainties that deter private 
investment, including technological risks and high upfront capital requirements that 
disadvantage first movers – amongst producers, financiers, or end-users.



European Shipowners recommendations

Decarbonising shipping will require access to public funding and private finance. 

• National ETS revenues should be invested in the uptake of clean maritime fuels and 
technologies. 

• The deployment of clean fuels and technologies should be funded, and not only state-of-
the-art projects.

• As a prerequisite to the decarbonisation of the shipping sector, port infrastructure and 
maritime energy hubs should also be developed to make fuels available across the EU. 



Conclusions

An internationally competitive European shipping sector is a prerequisite for a strong 
maritime industrial cluster in Europe. Investments in clean technologies and fuels should 
be encouraged to make the maritime industrial cluster more competitive internationally

• EU law should earmark ETS revenues for maritime decarbonisation, as long as shipping pays under the 

EU ETS

• Bridge the fuel price gap between conventional fuels and low- and zero-carbon with public & private 

funding, including ETS revenues to de-risk the necessary investments

• To produce in the EU the maritime fuels needed to comply with the FuelEU Maritime targets, boost EU 

production of clean maritime fuels through a fuel supplier mandate stated in EU legislation



Thank you!

Let’s stay in touch:

www.ecsa.eu EU-shipping ecsa@ecsa.eu
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