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Port Cities as
Complex
Organisms

e Port cities redefine
themselves through practices
where time and space have
different references.

e They act as nodes
connecting local and global
networks.

® Their spatial and temporal
logics differ from other urban
forms.




Political
Position of
Port Cities

e Historically, ports are
strategic geopolitical sites.

e They negotiate between
national and supranational
power.




Economic and Geopolitical
Transformations

e The Black Sea: ports' functions changing in the
face of war.

e Growing importance of maritime border
protection.

e Baltic Sea: transition to renewable energy
amid security tensions.



Sustainability in the S
Baltic Sea Region

OF PORT CITIES
IN THE BALTIC SEA REGION

e Shift towards renewable energy to e el S
reduce fossil fuel dependency.

e Balancing environmental conservation
with political dynamics.

e Ensuring sustainable development for
port cities and coastal communities.
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Ports as
Laboratories of
Technology

e The sea demands innovation and
adaptation.

e Nautical knowledge, meteorology,
hydroengineering, surveillance tech.

e Ports pioneered automation,
logistics, and global data exchange.




Technology
Mediating the Sea—
City Relationship

I1BIT 1 | Smart-Port Technologies Link the Entire Port Ecosystem
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e: BCG analysis.

e Coastal protection systems: flood barriers,
storm surge walls, floating architecture.

e Smart ports and environmental
monitoring.

e Cities rethinking coastlines as dynamic
infrastructures.




The
Anthropocene
Paradox

e Ports are engines of trade
but contributors to climate
change.

e Nodes in a fossil-fuel-based
global network.

e Yet, they are vulnerable to
rising sea levels, storms, and
erosion.




Conclusion

* Port cities are mediating between local and
global. Their political power is still valid.

* Port cities are living laboratories of the
Anthropocene. They reveal the
interdependence of technology, ecology, and
society.

* Understanding them helps envision
sustainable coastal futures.
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