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Dr Maria LEKAKOU is Professor in Maritime Economics in 
Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport, at the University of 
the Aegean (Greece); she is coordinator of the University’s 
Committee for Blue Economy named “Aegean Archipelago”.  
She has longstanding experience in shipping and maritime policy, as 
Advisor to the Minister of Mercantile Marine, member of the 
National Regulatory Authority for Maritime Transportation and now 
she is member of the National Steering Committee for Cruise and in 
acting as a maritime expert in many national or European bodies 
and fora. 

Maria Lekakou is co-author of books, chapters and peer reviewed 
papers examining European Maritime Policy, shipping 
competitiveness, island transports and cruise tourism and she has 
studied coastal shipping, short-sea shipping policy, maritime 
tourism, maritime governance, cruise industry, passenger shipping, 
labour affairs as well as European policies related to liner shipping, 
maritime competition and sustainable Blue Economy. She is 
Scientific Coordinator for R&D projects mainly in the area of 
sustainable Blue Economy, island transport, participatory planning 
and energy transition in maritime transport. She runs initiatives for 
the promotion of ocean literacy and sustainable blue economy. 

 

 

 

 

Dr Gelina HARLAFTIS has been Director of the Institute for 
Mediterranean Studies of the Foundation of Research and 
Technology-Hellas (FORTH) since 2017 and member of the 
Academia Europaea since 2022. She graduated from the University 
of Athens and completed her graduate studies at the Universities of 
Cambridge (M.Phil.) and Oxford (D.Phil.). She started her academic 
career at the University of Piraeus (1990-2002), continued at the 
Ionian University (2003-2018), and is presently Professor of 
Maritime History in the Department of History and Archaeology of 
the University of Crete. She was President of the International 
Maritime Economic History Αssociation (2004-2008). She was a 
Visiting Fellow at All Souls College, Oxford University and an Alfred 
D. Chandler, Jr., International Visiting Scholar in the Business History 
Program, Harvard Business School. She has published 31 books in 
English, Canadian and Greek publishing houses and over 70 articles 
in edited volumes and international peer-reviewed journals.  
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Mrs Rositsa STOEVA, Minister Plenipotentiary at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Bulgaria, is a career diplomat with 
more than 22 years of experience in dealing with South-Eastern 
Europe, Western Balkans and the wider Black Sea area.   
 
From 1st of July 2025, she is a National Coordinator of the Bulgarian 
Chairmanship-in-Office of the Organization of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and a Deputy Director of Foreign 
Economic Relations and Development Cooperation Directorate 
dealing with Development and Humanitarian Aid at the MFA.  
 
From 2017 till 2024 she was Executive Manager in charge of Project 
Management and Cooperation with International and Regional 
Organizations, including EU, at the Permanent International 
Secretariat (PERMIS) of the BSEC Organization, headquartered in 
Istanbul, Türkiye.  
 
Before joining the BSEC Organization, she was a Head of Regional 
Cooperation Department at the South-Eastern Europe Directorate. 
Mrs. Stoeva served also in the Bulgarian Missions in Istanbul and 
Skopje. 
 
She holds two BA in Political Science and Philology and two MA in 
Political Science and Sustainable Blue Economy.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Maciej KOWALEWSKI – sociologist, Professor at the University of 
Szczecin, Director of the Institute of Sociology since October 2017. 
He also holds the position of head of the UNESCO Chair for Social 
Sustainability. His research focuses on urban studies, social 
movements, urban politics, and social sustainability. Recently co-
edited the volume Hustle and Bustle. The Vibrant Cultures of Port 
Cities, jointly with Carola Hein and Robert Bartłomiejski (2025). In 
COST Action Rethinkblue serves as leader of working group on port 
cities and coastal communities.  

 
  



 

  

EMD 
EUROPEAN MARITIME DAY 

IN MY COUNTRY 

#EMDinMyCountry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ms Georgia CHANTZI is Research and Policy Development Manager 
at the International Centre for Black Sea Studies (ICBSS), responsible 
for the development of the dialogue and knowledge activities of the 
Centre. She has more than fifteen years’ experience in policy 
advocacy and project management, with emphasis on the Black Sea 
region. Her expertise includes interregional cooperation, EU–Black 
Sea cooperation, blue economy, and culture & tourism.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr José Manuel PAGÉS SÁNCHEZ is the Director of the Agenda 2030 
by AIVP, Projects and Content in AIVP (International Association 
Cities and Ports). José Sánchez has been working in AIVP since 2016 
in different positions to improve the relations between cities and 
ports by promoting dialogue and cooperation. He studied 
architecture at Lisbon’s Technical University (Bachelor+Master), 
and his passion for port and urban development led later him to 
pursue a PhD in Hamburg’s HafenCity University, completed in 
2019, focused on sustainable port-city relationships. In his research 
career, he received different grants to pursue his investigation as 
well as academic awards. Previously, Jose Sánchez has worked as an 
architect in renowned practices, and as an independent consultant, 
lecturer and researcher. 
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Mr Necmi ÇAMAŞ was born in 1965 in Çarşamba, Samsun, Türkiye. 
He completed his primary and secondary education in his 
hometown and earned his bachelor’s degree in Economics from 
Anadolu University. He also holds a master's degree in Political 
Science and Public Administration. 
 
Mr Çamaş began his public service career in 1983 at the Presidency 
of Religious Affairs. In 1992, he joined the General Directorate of 
State Meteorological Service as a Property Accountant at the 
Samsun Regional Directorate, where he later served as Deputy 
Regional Director and Regional Director. 
 
In 2004, he was appointed Head of the Department of Culture and 
Social Affairs at Samsun Metropolitan Municipality. Between 2004 
and 2019, he actively contributed to numerous national and 
international projects in the fields of culture, tourism, social 
services, and international relations. 
 
In 2024, he was appointed Deputy Secretary General of the Samsun 
Metropolitan Municipality. 
 
He is married and has three children. 
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Prof. Dr Milen BALTOV is himself a case of a transition from 
business consultant to a lecturer and researcher. He was the head 
of the working group and a member of the steering committee of 
several actions of COST – financed by FP8 of the EU "Horizon 2020" 
and the current "Horizon Europe" programme. These include 
"Effective Design and Implementation of Megaprojects in the EU", 
"Pan-European Network for Marine Renewable Energy", "The EU in 
the New Complex Geography of Economic Systems: Models, Tools 
and Policy Evaluation", "Rethinking Resilience to a Regenerative 
Economy", "Multidisciplinary Innovations for Social Change" and 
"Circular Economy in a Built Environment". He is a member of the 
Maritime Professions and Port Cities and Coastal Communities 
Working Groups and an Ambassador for Rethinking the Blue 
Economy: Socio-Environmental Impacts and Opportunities 
(RethinkBlue). 
Milen Baltov was a co-chair of the Senior Stakeholder Group for the 
Strategic Agenda for Research and Innovation in the Black Sea (BS 
SRIA). He is the Black Sea basin Node under the largest PPP of the 
Horizon Europe programme – the Sustainable Blue Economy 
Partnership (SBEP). 
Prof. Baltov is Rector of Burgas Free University (BFU) and Chairman 
of the Supervisory Board of the Council of Rectors of the Higher 
Education Institutions in the Republic of Bulgaria. For 9 years he was 
the author of the weekly show on the Bulgarian national Darik Radio 
- "The Economist Speaks". 
Milen Baltov is Bulgaria's representative in the Programme 
Committee of the European Innovation Council and Innovation 
Ecosystems, as well as a national contact point for the Ocean and 
Water Mission under the EU Horizon Europe Programme. From 
November 1, 2024, Prof. Baltov is a member of the Rector's Council 
of the European University of Islands, Ports and Coastal Territories 
(EUNICoast), designated by the European Commission for an 
alliance of 13 countries in all ocean and sea areas of the EU (with 
BFU the only member for the Black Sea). 
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Dr Petros PALLIS is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Shipping, Trade and Transport at the University of the Aegean, 
where he teaches Port Economics and Management. 

He is also Teaching Fellow in the Supply Chain Management (SCM) 
course, in Msc. Programme in Hellenic Open University. He has also 
taught for more than three years at the Maritime Department of the 
University of Piraeus, as well as, for one year at the Department of 
Ports Management and Shipping of the NKUA. 

Dr Petros Pallis holds a PhD from the Department of Maritime 
Studies of the University of Piraeus. He holds an MBA from the 
University of Wales, United Kingdom and a postgraduate degree in 
Banking (Msc. In Banking) from the Hellenic Open University.  
He has a bachelor’s degree from the Department of Economics of 
the University of Piraeus. 

He has published more than twenty-five (25) scientific papers in 
international peer-reviewed journals, and has also participated in 
more than thirty (30) international scientific conferences, such as: 
IAME, ECONSHIP, WCTRS, MTEC-ICMASS etc. 

Dr Pallis has significant experience (more than twenty years) in 
senior and top positions in the Private sector, with the 
implementation of more than five hundred (500) projects in the 
field of IT and Education and the implementation of more than fifty 
(50) research projects, in National and European programs. 
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Ms Mihaela MIREA is a biologist and certified Project Management 
Professional (PMP) with over 20 years of experience in biodiversity, 
environmental protection, the blue economy, fisheries, and 
maritime policy.  
Currently she is leading the Black Sea Assistance Mechanism and the 
Energy Transition Partnership for EU Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Assistance Mechanism. She also serves as Senior EU Project 
Manager at LOMARTOV, managing sustainability studies for 
emerging technologies. 
Mihaela has successfully implemented complex European projects, 
including under Horizon Europe, across all 27 EU member states. 
Her expertise in project management, stakeholder engagement, 
and strategic vision continues to drive initiatives that connect 
communities and public policy, demonstrating that dedication, 
passion for nature, and commitment to change can turn challenges 
into achievements and inspire future generations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Tsitsino CHKADUA is a Programme Management Senior Officer 
at UNOPS, supporting the Blueing the Black Sea Project. She has 
over ten years of experience in international project, finance, and 
procurement management. Tsitsino specializes in sustainable 
development, regional cooperation, and operational efficiency 
across the Black Sea region. 
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Mr Leonid SIDORENKO, Director - General Industries, Transport and 
Tourism 1, is heading the General Industries 1 Department of the 
Black Sea Trade and Development Bank (BSTDB) since 2015. He 
leads project origination, negotiation, and structuring across five 
countries, including Greece, with a focus on manufacturing, 
transport, tourism, and real estate. His expertise spans corporate 
and project finance, co-financing, and unfunded risk participation. 

From 2012 to 2014, he served as Deputy Head of Infrastructure at 
Gazprombank JSC, overseeing infrastructure finance projects in 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. 

Previously, he held senior roles at BSTDB from 2005 to 2012, 
focusing on oil, petrochemicals, and industrial sectors. 

Earlier in his career, he worked on consultancy assignments with the 
World Bank, including social asset planning in Kazakhstan. 

Leonid holds an MSc in Finance from London Business School, an 
MSc in Economics from the LSE, and an MBA from the Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations. 
 

 

 

 

 

Ms Linn SÖDERPALM is a Policy Advisor for Environment, Safety and 
Taxation at European Shipowners (ECSA). She follows closely 
matters related to the Blue Economy, financing and investments in 
ocean innovation which facilitates the decarbonisation of shipping. 
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Mr Petros S. KOKKALIS is a Greek environmental advocate and 
politician who served as a Member of the European Parliament 
from 2019 to 2024. Representing Greece, first with the Progressive 
Alliance – SYRIZA and later joining the Greens/EFA group, his work 
focused on integrating the UN Sustainable Development Goals into 
the core of EU policymaking. 
As a member of the Committee on the Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety (ENVI), he was a shadow rapporteur on key 
legislation, including the Green Claims Directive and the Social 
Climate Fund. An outspoken proponent of a post-growth economic 
model, Kokkalis has consistently argued for the EU to move "beyond 
GDP" toward metrics based on well-being and environmental 
regeneration. 
Before his European mandate, Kokkalis was Vice-Mayor of Piraeus 
(2014–2019), where he was responsible for climate policy and local 
economic development. He is also a pioneer in Greece's green 
ecosystem as the co-founder of Organization Earth, an 
environmental education NGO, and Aephoria, an incubator for 
green and blue economy startups. He holds a Master in Public 
Administration from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of 
Government. 
In 2024, he founded Kosmos, a green political party in Greece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Mr Thanos PALLIS is Professor (Jean Monnet Chair in European Port 
Policy) at the Department of Maritime Studies, University of 
Piraeus. The founder & co-director of PortEconomics, and the 
immediate past President of the International Association of 
Maritime Economists (IAME), he serves as the Vice Chair of the Port 
Performance Research Network (PPRN). In 2025, he was listed in the 
2% of the world's most cited researchers in transport & logistics. He 
co-authors the book & online project Port Economics, Management 
and Policy (Routledge, 2022; 2026). 

 

 


